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Amendments to the Claims : 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

1. (Currently Amended) A linking information making device comprising: 
a service list acquisition unit which acquires a service list expressing 

respective services which execute predetermined processing of document dat a, the respective 
services being provided by service processing devices ; 

an interface information acquisition unit which individually acquires pieces of 
interface information feem- corresponding to the respective service processing devices 
resp e ctiv e ly providing the s e rvices expressed in the service list which has b e en acquir e d by 
th e s e rvice list acquisition unit ; and 

a linking information making unit which makes a first linking information te 
link s e rvic e s provid e d by the r e sp e ctive s e rvic e processing d e vic e s, b ased on the interface 
information which has been acquired by the interface information acquisition unit, wh e r e in at 
l e ast one of the services i s a second linking information in ord e r to link a plurality of s e rvic e s. 
the linking information linking the respective services and being used by a service processing 
device having a function for starting a linking process that includes execution of the 
respective services. 

2. (Currently Amended) A linking information making method comprising: 
a service list acquisition step at which a service list expressing respective 

services, which execute predetermined processing of document data, is acquired , the 
respective services being provided by service processing devices : 

an interface information acquisition step at which pieces of interface 
information corresponding to the respective service processing devices are individually 
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acquired from service proce s sing d e vices r e sp e ctiv e ly providing th e s e rvic e s e xpr e ss e d in th e 
servic e list which has b ee n acquir e d at the servic e list acquisition st e p ; and 

a linking information making step at which a first linking information is made, 
to link s e rvices provid e d by the r e sp e ctiv e service proc e ssing devices is made, the linking 
information being based on the interface information which has been acquired at the interface 
information acquisition step, wher e in at l e ast on e of th e s e rvices is a s e cond linking 
information in ord e r to link a plurality of servic e s, and the linking information linking the 
respective services and being used by a service processing device having a function for 
starting a linking process that includes execution of the respective services. 

3. (Currently Amended) A recording medium having recorded a linking 
information making program, wherein by the program: 

a service list expressing respective s e rvic e s services, which execute 
predetermined processing of document-dat a data, is acquired , the respective services being 
provided by service processing devices ; 

interface information that corresponds to the respective service processing 
devices is individually acquired from service processing d e vices r e sp e ctiv e ly providing th e 
s e rvic e s e xpress e d in the acquired s e rvice list ; and 

processing, which makes a first linking information to link s e nde e s provid e d 
by the r e sp e ctiv e s e rvice proc e s s ing d e vic e s, based on the acquired interface information,4s 
e xecut e d, wherein at l e ast on e of th e servic e s is a s e cond linking information in ord e r to link a 
plurality of s e rvices, the linking information linking the respective services and being used by 
a service processing device having a function for starting a linking process that includes 
execution of the respective services. 
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4. (Previously Presented) A document processing system, comprising: 

the linking information making device according to claim 1 which acquires the 
service list transmitted from a search device; 

a plurality of service processing devices which provide services for executing 
predetermined processing of document data and transmit pieces of service information at any 
time; and 

the search device provided with: a service information storage unit for storing 
the pieces of service information which have been transmitted at any time from currently- 
available service processing devices; a search unit for searching services corresponding to 
services, for which search has been requested, using the pieces of service information which 
have been stored in the service information storage unit; and a transmission unit which 
transmits the service list based on the search results of the search unit. 

5. (Original) A document processing system according to claim 4, wherein the 
transmission unit of the search device transmit the service list expressing services which are 
services provided by currently-available service processing devices and correspond to 
services for which search has been requested, to the linking information making device. 

6. (Original) A document processing system according to claim 4, wherein the 
service processing devices transmit pieces of input information and pieces of output 
information on services, service names, and service information location as service 
information. 

7. (Original) A document processing system according to claim 4, wherein the 
interface information acquisition unit of the linking information making device acquires 
pieces of service information location for accessing the respective service processing 
devices, from the search device, and acquires pieces of interface information from the service 
processing devices based on pieces of the acquired service information location. 
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8. (Original) A document processing system according to claim 4, further 
comprising a service linking processing device which executes linking processing of services 
provided by the respective service processing devices, based on the linking information made 
by the linking information making device. 

9. (Currently Amended) A linking information making device comprising: 
an input device which inputs a service list expressing respective services 

which execute predetermined processing of document dat a, the respective services being 
provided by service processing devices ; and 

a controller which extracts pieces of port information of respective services 
from the service list input from the input device, acquires pieces of interface information 
corresponding to the respective b y accessing service processing devices based on the pieces 
of extracted port information, and makes a first linking information for linking s e rvic e s 
provided by the r e spective s e rvic e processing devic e s, based on the pieces of acquired 
interface information, wher e in at l e ast one of the services is a s e cond linking information in 
order to link a plurality of s e rvic e s, the linking information linking the respective services and 
being used by a service processing device having a function for starting a linking process that 
includes execution of the respective services. 

10. (Canceled) 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A document processing system comprising: 

a plurality of service processing devices which store interface information and 
transmit service information at any time; 

a search device comprising: 

a memory storing pieces of service information which are transmitted at any 
time from currently-available service processing devices; 
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a controller which searches services corresponding to services for which 
search has been requested, using pieces of service information stored in the memory, and 
makes a service list expressing services, for which search has been requested, and pieces of 
port information, based on the search result; 

an output device which outputs the service list made by the controller; and 

a linking information making device comprising: 

an input device which inputs a service list expressing respective services 
which execute predetermined processing of document dat a, the respective services being 
provided by the service processing devices ; and 

a controller which extracts pieces of port information of respective services 
from the service list input from the input device, acquires pieces of interface information by 
acc e ssing corresponding to the respective service processing devices based on the pieces of 
extracted port information, and makes a first linking information for linking s e rvic e s provided 
by tho respective service processing devices, based on the pieces of acquired interface 
information, wh e r e in at l e ast on e of th e s e rvic e s is a s e cond linking information in order to 
link a plurality of s e rvic e s, the linking information linking the respective services and being 
used by a service processing device having a function for starting a linking process that 
includes execution of the respective services. 

12. (Original) A document processing system according to claim 11, wherein the 
service processing devices transmit at least pieces of port information of services and service 
outlines as the service information. 

13. (Original) A document processing system according to claim 11, further 
comprising a service linking processing device which executes linking processing of services 
provided by the respective service processing devices, based on the linking information made 
by the linking information making device. 



